
 
 

 

 

 
Press Release 

 
 

SPIE harmonizes Appenzell Ausserrhoden cantonal network 

 

 

Zürich, November 20, 2019 – SPIE ICS AG, a subsidiary of SPIE Switzerland and provider of 

comprehensive ICT services, is harmonizing the cantonal network of Appenzell Ausserrhoden. 

The four networks that have been in place so far have been merged to form the "AR-NET2" 

network. In addition to larger broadband capacities, the new cantonal network also offers 

higher availability and data security. 

 
 
AR Informatik AG (ARI) was looking for a partner in a public bidding process for GATT-WTO in order to 

harmonize the existing heterogeneous network in the canton of Appenzell Ausserrhoden. SPIE, the 

independent European leader for multi-technical services in the areas of energy and communications, 

won the bid. In addition to successful reference projects in the cantonal environment, the expertise and 

high competence of SPIE ICS AG were also decisive factors in the decision to award the contract. 

 

The four parallel networks that were previously in place were merged to form the "AR-NET2" overall 

network. All locations of the cantonal institutions, businesses and organisations as well as all 

municipalities, the AR hospital network and all schools will be connected to the new network by next 

year. These are 220 locations, of which around 160 are currently connected; around 12,000 LAN ports 

in the network and 6,000 to 8,000 terminal devices. Over 440 km of optical fibre were required for the 

new cantonal network. 

 



 
 

 

The data transported via the new cantonal network are now protected against unauthorised access by 

means of technical and organisational measures. In particular, MPLS (Multiprotocol Label Switching) 

has ensured that the various customer networks can be securely separated. The new SIK guidelines for 

network security (Network Security Policy) and the guidelines defined by the canton AR were 

implemented in the new cantonal network. The uniform and efficient cantonal network meets current 

and future requirements. In addition to larger bandwidths, the new network also offers higher availability 

thanks to redundant connections. 

 

“With the new, ultra-modern cantonal network, we are in a position to meet future requirements, such 

as IoT, and have the certainty that data, including sensitive data, can be transported securely," explains 

Marcel Zoller, Head of Infrastructure, AR Informatik AG. "Together with SPIE, we were able to 

successfully implement the project both qualitatively and quantitatively, and the financial specifications 

were met," concludes Zoller. 

 
 
About ARI 

ARI, located in Herisau, with around 50 employees, is the central IT service provider for all administrations and 
related businesses in the canton of Appenzell Ausserrhoden. This includes all municipalities, all blue light 
organisations (police, fire brigade, cantonal emergency call centre), hospitals and schools as well as other public 
organisations.  
 
 
About SPIE Switzerland 

Subsidiary of the SPIE group, the independent European leader in multi-technical services in the areas of energy 
and communications, SPIE Switzerland is a provider of ICT, multi-technical and facility services.  
 
Employing about 600 people from 9 locations across Switzerland, the divisions SPIE ICS (Information & 
Communication Services), SPIE MTS (Multi-Technical Services) and SPIE IFS (Integral Facility Services) provide 
solutions in the areas of ‘Smart Cities’, ‘Energy’, ‘e-fficient buildings’ and ‘Industry Services’. Through the SPIE 
Group and the Global Workspace Alliance, SPIE Switzerland benefits from a global network to provide a full range 
of services, even to major international clients. These services are enhanced by an efficient service centre with 
24/7 availability in four languages.  
 
With more than 46,400 employees and a strong local presence, SPIE achieved in 2018 consolidated revenues of 
€6.7 billion and consolidated EBITA of €400 million.  
 
Press contacts 

 
SPIE 
Pascal Omnès 
Group Communications Director 
Tel. +33 (0)1 34 41 81 11 
pascal.omnes@spie.com 

SPIE Switzerland 
Oliver Wieczorek 
Marketing & Communications Director 
Tel. +41 (0)58 301 18 04 
oliver.wieczorek@spie.com 

Jenni Kommunikation 
Sylvana Zimmermann 
Tel. +41 (0)44 388 60 80 
sylvana.zimmermann@jeko.com 

 
 
For more information, visit us at www.spie.ch and https://www.linkedin.com/company/spie-switzerland/    
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